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Good Afternoon Everyone— 
 

The Moose fraternity is a tremendous family - dedicated to caring for our senior 
members – caring for children in need – providing volunteer hours in the 
community……and celebrating life through socializing with other caring members.  Ours 
is a mission of service, of compassion for others, and, once again, I have the honor to 
stand before you and thank you for your outstanding efforts on behalf of Mooseheart and 
Moosehaven.   
 

This is such a very special International Convention – not only do we have a great 
opportunity to meet some of our Moosehaven seniors, we have had one of the most 
stirring Premier Openings in our history.  Executive Director of Mooseheart Scott Hart 
and the students filled our hearts with pride and joy.   
 

Princess Diana said, “Nothing brings me more happiness than trying to help the 
most vulnerable people in society.  It is a goal and an essential part of my life - a kind of 
destiny.”  The children who come to live at Mooseheart are the most vulnerable in our 
society.  I believe it is our destiny to be members of this great organization that provides 
home, security, education and scholarships to children who, but for the Moose, might not 
have a chance for a happy and healthy future - and, at the same time, to provide a 
retirement haven for senior members of our fraternity.  Knowing what our fraternity has 
provided should bring every one of us pride in what we have accomplished through the 
years and for what we will continue to provide for years to come. 
 

We are so fortunate to have dedicated, caring members in our fraternity who 
volunteer their time, their energy, and their services in support of our two Moose 
communities.  We offer our sincerest thanks to each.  Many have taken on additional 
responsibilities by becoming Moose Charities Chairmen, Assistant Chairmen, and 
committee members, in our Fraternal Units and at Association and Regional levels.  
These chairmen and their committees are essential to our accomplishing our mission.  We 
depend upon them to promote our programs to all members, requesting their help in 



keeping our two communities operating.  As we know, “A burden heavy to one is borne 
lightly by many.”   
 

During the last several years, we have all been ‘touched’ by the poor economy our 
country is trying to overcome.  The Associations, Lodges, Chapters, and Moose Legions 
have worked very hard to meet their membership goals and financial obligations.  The 
Endowment Fund received $2,519,104.35 from the Lodges and Chapters with 39 of the 
44 Associations showing an increase over the previous fiscal year.  The Moose Legion 
Endowment Fund donations totaled $166,925.10.   

 
Your efforts and those of the Districts, Councils of Higher Degrees, and 

committees resulted in Wish List donations to Mooseheart of $79,423.40 and to 
Moosehaven of $68,051.64. 

 
As we continue to promote ‘Tribute Giving’, we have received donations totaling 

$65,136.57 made ‘In Honor Of’ and $184,683.76 made ‘In Memory Of’ friends, family 
and colleagues. 
  

Many projects were completed during 2011-2012…depending upon the financial 
goal, some took several years, and others were completed within the past year.  We offer 
sincere thanks to the Lodges, Chapters, Moose Legions, Districts, Councils of Higher 
Degrees, and Associations for the commitment to providing the much-needed funding for 
the Mooseheart and Moosehaven Capital Project items.  Donations received for the 
special projects totaled $1,311,480.11.  We, at Moose Charities, have great respect and 
appreciation for all you accomplish and thank you for the effort you put forth to provide 
the much-needed funding for these special projects. 

 
To sum up the past year, donations from the Fraternal Units, members, non-

members, corporations, foundations, trusts and estates totaled $12,184,033.08 – included 
in that total is $579,774.04 for Safe Surfin’, Youth Awareness and Special Olympics.  
Overall - we are pleased to report receipts were $677,325.98 over the 2011-2012. 

 
So many Lodges and Chapters have held special events and functions for Moose 

Charities that we cannot list all….  We sincerely thank each and every Fraternal Unit and 
member for every hour you have given - and every dollar you have donated.   

 
The Grand Chancellor and Grand Regent will be presenting the results of the 

Chapters’ donations to the Director General at the conclusion of this address.  I take this 
opportunity to offer sincerest thanks to the Chapters and Co-workers.  Co-workers – you 
definitely know how to raise funds and how to have fun while doing so.  THE WOMEN 
OF THE MOOSE TRULY ROCK!!!!   
 
 In addition to providing funding for the special projects and operating costs, we 
must continue to increase the Endowment Fund.  On Monday morning, June 23, 1919, 
during the 31st Annual Convention of the Supreme Lodge of the World, Loyal Order of 
Moose, Director General James J. Davis said, “The Mooseheart Convention last year 



authorized me to create a Foundation or Endowment.  Acting upon authority, I have 
proceeded in a quiet way to start that fund.  I hope some day it will be large enough so 
that the income from it will in great measure support Mooseheart.”  And so the 
Endowment Fund came into existence and, within a few years, it included Moosehaven.   
 

Every October, the fraternity celebrates Mooseheart Founders Day.  This past 
year we introduced the Cradle Fundraiser as a perfect opportunity to raise significant 
funds for the Mooseheart/Moosehaven Endowment Fund by asking every Lodge and 
Chapter to participate.  We thank the Lodges and Chapters who promoted this Cradle 
Fundraiser as suggested throughout the month.  This was not and is not intended to be an 
additional cost to any Fraternal Unit. 
 

The Cradle Fundraiser will be an annual program – and every Lodge and Chapter 
should work the program every October.  Help your members to become involved – just 
“ASK” each and every time they come into the Lodge – and then “THANK” them for 
helping us build the Endowment Fund to a point that will, in today’s and tomorrow’s 
economy, bring reality to the hope expressed by James J. Davis.    

 
We ask that each Lodge promote and encourage all members to participate the 

entire month of October.  And we ask that that the paper cradles be displayed 
prominently as a recognition for the members’ generosity and an incentive for others to 
do so as well. 

 
 Because we are an organization that cares for others – from birth to their golden 
years – we are introducing a special Mooseheart/Moosehaven Endowment Fundraiser 
honoring Moosehaven.  We are pleased to announce the “Rocker” fundraiser.  What a 
great opportunity – to help increase the Endowment Fund by remembering our golden-
agers – during the month we celebrate Valentine’s Day.   We will provide the template 
for the ‘Rockers’ and ask that you follow the same procedures as with the Cradle 
recognition.  This can be so much fun….why not have a Rock-A-Thon?  Just think, the 
‘rockers’ can secure donation pledges for each hour they rock, bring their rockers to the 
Lodge home, and rock the day away.  Oh, and by the way Rockers, make sure there is a 
committee to bring you your food and refreshments.  After all, there is only one reason 
for you to HAVE to leave your rocking chair.  Need I say more? 
  

We all know there are individuals who do not wish to join any organization – 
although I, personally, do not understand why they don’t want to join the Moose.  
However, since the Child City & School is available to children in need, without the 
necessity of their having to have a relationship to the fraternity, we need to solicit non-
members to help finance its operating expenses.  We have introduced a program to secure 
financial assistance from non-members and businesses.  We invite them to become 
Mooseheart Boosters.  If you have visited the Mooseheart website, you are probably 
already aware this program is in place.  Mooseheart Child City & School hosts many 
events on its campus – open to all –Mooseheart Booster pamphlets will be distributed to 
all that enter its gates and pamphlets will also be available for distribution throughout the 
country.   



 
As announced previously, this International Convention brings the Gimme Five 

Endowment Campaign and the Endowment Fund Club to a conclusion.  We owe a great 
deal of thanks to the Gimme Five Chairmen, Co-Chairmen and committees for the 
energy, the hours, the innovative thinking they put into generating donations that, as of 
June 1, 2012 totaled $5,488,447.22   Thank you, one and all.  And to all members who 
donated to Gimme Five – we thank you so very much. 
 

The Gimme Five and the Endowment Fund Club were developed to increase the 
Mooseheart/Moosehaven Endowment Fund.  Although the Endowment Fund Club was 
not marketed to the extent the Gimme Five program was….we have received, again as of 
June 1, 2012, a total of $674,124.86 from very generous donors – and we extend our 
heartfelt thanks to them as well.  Many members donated to each of these Endowment 
Fund campaigns. 
 

We are very grateful for every donation we receive and we hope every member 
will give as much as their finances and circumstances will allow.   The key is that each 
individual should give to charity at a level they are comfortable with and where they can 
provide regular support.  It is just important to give. Not everyone is able to give money, 
but everyone has a skill that is valuable to our fraternity.  Your time and expertise is 
extremely valuable – you help to raise the much-needed funding to keep our two 
communities operating.   

 
At this time, I am honored and privileged to welcome the 2011-2012 League of 

Guardians, to recognize and thank the returning Guardians and to welcome our many new 
Guardians.  These members have made Moose Charities their ‘Charity of Choice’.  
During the year, they gave $1,000 or more to the various needs of Mooseheart and 
Moosehaven.  Their outstandingly generous donations have qualified them to be 
recognized as members of the League of Guardians.  To each of you, and to those not 
with us today, I offer these words by Maya Angelou, “I have found that among its other 
benefits, giving liberates the soul of the giver.”  Thank you very, very much for your 
outstanding generosity, your continued dedication and your commitment to our two great 
communities that provide home and security to the children and seniors dependent upon 
us. 

 
When each of us joined the Moose fraternity – be it the Loyal Order of Moose or 

Women of the Moose – we automatically became members of the ‘Defending Circle’.  
The Defending Circle embodies the thought that:  in union there is strength; that a burden 
heavy to one is borne lightly by many; that the strong should share their strength with the 
weak.  We members of the Moose fraternity pledge to cherish and support Mooseheart 
and Moosehaven to the extent of our abilities and to give of our substance for the help of 
the children and aged there.  And, now, it is time for us to take that one additional step in 
our membership….. It is time for us to realize - if there’s just one secret to living – it’s 
learning the meaning of giving – with an open heart – by becoming members of the 
‘Donors Circle’.   

 



The Donors Circle – the new Mooseheart/Moosehaven Endowment Fund program 
– is designed strictly for individuals’ donations.  The individual donors will receive 
custom-designed pins when they reach the specified levels.  There will be no Fraternal 
Unit donations to the Donors Circle.  However, the Fraternal Units will receive a form of 
credit for the Donors Circle donations made by their members.  This means that every 
Fraternal Unit needs to continually market the Donors Circle in their newsletters, e-mails 
and on their websites.  The more members donating to the Donors Circle – the more 
chances the Fraternal Units have of reaching their goals. 

 
Brothers and Co-workers, I leave you with this statement by Ralph Waldo 

Emerson, “To laugh often and to love much; to win the respect of intelligent persons and 
the affection of children; to earn the approbation of honest critics and to endure the 
betrayal of false friends; to appreciate beauty; to find the best in others; to give of 
oneself; to leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a garden patch, or a 
redeemed social condition; to have played and laughed with enthusiasm and sung with 
exultation; to know that even one life has breathed easier because you have lived - this is 
to have succeeded.” 

 
We have a great mission – one that was put in place so many years ago and one 

that we must continue to protect and to provide for – and, with your help and the help of 
all others, now and in future years, we will continue to provide home and security to 
children in need and to senior members of this outstanding fraternity.  Thank you, my 
friends, for making a difference….. 

 
Please – join the Donors Circle – and wear your new pin proudly. 
 
God Bless Mooseheart and Moosehaven. 
 
 

 
 
 


